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OPENING CEREMONIES
100 YEARS OF SCOUTING

The Boy Scouting movement has been going on for 100 years now, since first started by Lord Baden Powell, in 1910 to teach young boys how to become better men through the principals that he laid down for them to follow. Principals like Duty to Self, Nation, and God, honor, trustworthiness, morals, following leadership, and becoming leaders of men. Through the last century, these principals have guided millions of Scouts through the Scouting program and taught them to become the leaders of communities, businesses, and governments. In the years, and centuries to come, may we continue to grow in, and add to the success of the Scouting program, and continue to teach these principals to ourselves, our children, and all the generations to come. 
OUR DUTY TO THE SCOUTING FUTURE


As we gather here tonight, let us reflect on the words of the Scout Oath and Law, but let us also think about Our Duty to the Future of Scouting. Since Scouting started in England in the year 1907, with just 1 man, Lord Baden-Powell, and 22 boys, it has grown to become World wide, and has included countless millions of Scouts and Leaders. Most of these Leaders were Scouts when they were young, and believed in Scouting so much, that they kept the tradition going with their sons.

Our Duty to the Future of Scouting is to keep this tradition alive when We are Grown, Married and Fathers too. Our Duty will be to Lead our Sons through Scouting, teaching them the Scout Law and Oath, not as just words to say, but as things to live by, and to teach them Pride in our Country, and Pride in Their Faith in God.

Let us Promise to Do Our Duty, when the time comes, So our Sons can be part of the Future of Scouting, just as we were in Scouting Past.
PROUD TO BE A SCOUT


As a Boy Scout, I am proud to know that I am part of an Elite group of People. I know that over 50% of my Nations leaders, in both Business and Government, have 1 thing in common. They were Boy Scouts, and not just Boy Scouts, but they were Eagle Scouts. Knowing this make me even Prouder to be a Scout, but helps to drive me to make it all the way to Eagle. I know that only 1 out of 10 American boys ever join Scouting, so this means that we are already the best of the best our great nation has. 

I, as a Boy Scout, promise to live my life by the Boy Scout Law and Oath, so that I will Be Prepared to handle these great tasks that, as a Scout await me in the future. I as a Scout will always be Proud of my Scouting Experience, My Country, and my Faith in God.

AMERICA'S ANSWER


America needs men with a concern for the common good -- men who have the understanding and insight to help solve her problems and those of the changing world around us. She needs citizens of integrity who value their great heritage and who are determined to pass on to others an enduring faith in the ideals and methods of our free society. 

How does a boy come to know and to appreciate his heritage as a citizen of this nation? How does his sense of responsibility and his concern for others unfold? 
Begin with him when he is a Cub Scout as he promises with all the solemnity of an 8-year old "to do my duty to God and my country..." Watch the pride and loving care with which he handles the flag as he is taught to fold it. He may not fully understand all that it stands for, but someday he will... with help.
 
Observe him later as he stands tall, alert and proud in his kaki uniform as the flag is lowered at Scout camp. He is living everyday experiences as a good citizen and showing concern for the needs of others. He is growing and practicing the fundamentals of citizenship. All of this time he is under the friendly guidance and companionship of leaders who care about him. 

Now he is grown tall, in high school, an Explorer. He ponders the words of the Explorer Code. There is conviction in his voice as he says: "I will treasure my American heritage and will do all I can to preserve and enrich it." 

And so this young American comes to manhood. He has grown through his Scouting experiences and though the influences of many men and women who have helped him. He has a job and a family and is making himself count in his community. He is a citizen of a great nation. He understands his heritage and cheerfully accepts his future obligations to all men. 
He has been a Scout. He is America's answer!

A TALK ABOUT OUR FLAG


I have often stopped to look at our Flag rippling in the breeze from a flag staff atop a tall building and marveled at its beauty, with its 13 stripes of Red and its Stars of a field of Blue. 

I often wondered why these colors were chosen, and I find that Red is a symbol of Bravery, White is a symbol of Purity, and Blue is a symbol of Love and Devotion. 

The Cloth of which our Flag is made is made up of millions of threads and stitched, and all bound together and each doing its part, it makes the background for our Flag. 

In the same way our Country is made up of millions of individuals, with different Religious beliefs, different colors and creeds, but all bound together in the common cause to see that Liberty and Justice prevails in this Country of ours. 
When looking at out flag, I can understand how proud of it Francis Scott Key was when he wrote our National Anthem. He had gone over to a British battle ship anchored in Baltimore Harbor to intercede for the release of a friend of his held captive by the British. When he walked into the British Captain's cabin he overheard the plans the British were making to assault Fort McHenry that night. The British Captain agreed to release Key's friend on the condition that Francis Scott Key remain overnight aboard the ship so that he could not tip off the plans for the assault. 

As darkness was closing in, Francis Scott Key was on the deck of the ship and the last thing he saw was Old Glory proudly floating above Fort McHenry. During the night the British made a terrific assault on Fort McHenry and Francis Scott Key had his doubts as to whether the Fort could stand during the night. As dawn was breaking, Francis Scott Key walked out onto the deck of the ship and the first thing that met his gaze was Old Glory still proudly floating above the Fort, and the words of our National Anthem, The Star Spangled Banner, came to him at this time. 

Oh say can you see, by the dawn's early light, 
FLAG SALUTE INTRODUCTIONS



According to the Bylaws of the Boy Scouts of America, the goals of the movement are character development, citizenship training, mental and physical fitness. Proper citizenship can't be taught without proper respect for our U.S. flag and our American heritage. Unless thought is given to it, the Pledge of Allegiance can become boring, disrespectful and slovenly to American citizens. Scouting magazine published a series of flag salute introductions to make the flag salute more meaningful. Here are some of them: 
- Because we are thankful and appreciative of such leaders as Abraham Lincoln, let us salute the flag and at the same time remember the great Presidents of our great land.

- As we salute the flag today, let's remember George Washington, the Father of our Country, and the heritage of America.

- Because we are proud and appreciative of America's role in world leadership, let us now salute our flag.

- For those who died that this nation might live, let us now salute our flag.

- We, the people . . . that's what our flag stands for. Let us salute the flag.

- The 31 words of the Pledge of Allegiance are among the best-known words in America. Let us repeat them now with meaning as we salute our flag.

- Our state is represented by one of the 50 stars on the U.S. flag. Let us now pledge allegiance to our flag as individuals and together for our state.

- The flag of the United States of America is the emblem of our nation, the leader of the free world. Let us now salute our flag.

- In peace and war our flag flies proudly, because Americans are not forgetful of others. Join me in saluting our flag.

- When you look at the flag, you can see the Constitution and the courts, the statutes and statute-makers, a soldier, a street-sweeper, a lawyer or a clerk. What do you see as we salute the flag today?

- Join me in saluting the flag of our country, the emblem of truth and justice.

- We live in a changing life, a life of moods and passions; a life of heartbreak and tired muscles . . . but the flag stands fast. Join me in saluting our nation's flag.

- Our flag stands for all that we hope to be and have the courage to try for. Let us join in a salute to the red, white and blue.

- The flag represents song and fear, struggle and panic, hope and joy. Join me in saluting the flag of our country.

- Webster defines the word "flag" as a light cloth bearing a device or devices to indicate nationality or party. Show your nationality during our flag salute today.




- Thirteen stripes and 50 stars . . . representing the Original Thirteen Colonies and our 50 States of today. Today, as in 1776, our flag is a rallying point for all Americans. Let us salute our flag proudly.

- Our flag has changed its form and design over the years, but it still causes patriotic feeling in Americans. Let us salute the flag of the United States.

- Today, let us salute the flag in honor of our Founding Fathers who had visions of today's America.

- When we realize what our flag stands for, it is with genuine enthusiasm we salute the flag of our country.











- Let us now salute our flag, which represents over 200 million Americans in 50 states.

- For the opportunities our country offers to the youth of America, let us now salute our flag, the emblem of our nation.

- To secure the blessings of liberty to our posterity and ourselves is a challenge to all of us. Let us salute our flag.

- In the folds of our flag are enshrined every ideal, hope, and opportunity made possible because someone has lived. Let us salute the flag.
WHAT THE SCOUT LAW MEANS TO ME by John Wayne
A great American, John Wayne, passed away many years ago. One of his last public appearances was at a dinner. He was riddled with cancer and knew he was close to death. The purpose of the dinner was to benefit a land purchase for a Scout Reservation called John Wayne Outpost Camp.

    At this dinner, Wayne recited the Scout Law. Then he did something unusual. He said the twelve points of the Scout Law are "nice words". "Trouble is" he continued, "we learn them so young we sometimes don't get all the understanding that goes with them. I take care of that in my family. As each boy reaches Scout age, I make sure he learns the Scout Law. Then I break it down for him, with a few things I have picked up in more than half a century since I learned it."

    Then Wayne proceeded to explain the importance of the Scout Law, breaking it down for the guests at the dinner; much like he would have for his grandson.

TRUSTWORTHY
The badge of honesty. Having it lets you look at any man in the eye. Lacking it, he won't look back. Keep this one at the top of your list.

LOYAL
The very word is life itself; for without loyalty we have no love of person or country

HELPFUL
Part sharing, part caring. By helping each other, we help ourselves; not to mention mankind. Be always full of help -- the dying man's last words.

FRIENDLY
Brotherhood is part of that word. You can take it in a lot of directions - and do - but make sure and start with brotherhood.

COURTEOUS
Allow each person his human dignity; which means a lot more than saying, "Yes, ma'am" and "Thank you, sir." It reflects an attitude that later in life you wish you had honored more... earlier in life. Save yourself that problem. Do it now.

KIND
This one word would stop wars and erase hatreds. But it's like your bicycle, it's just no good unless you get out and use it.

OBEDIENT
Starts at home. Practice it in your family. Enlarge it in your friends. Share it with humanity.

CHEERFUL
Anyone can put on a happy face when the going is good. The secret is to wear it as a mask for your problems. It might surprise you how many others do the same thing.

THRIFTY
Means a lot more than putting pennies away; and it is the opposite of cheap. Common sense covers it just about as well as anything.

BRAVE
You don't have to fight to be brave. Millions of good, fine, decent folks show more bravery than heavyweight champs just by getting out of bed every morning, going out to do a good day's work, and living the best life they know how against the law of odds. Keep the word handy every day of your life.

CLEAN
Soap and water helps a lot on the outside. But it is the inside that counts, and don't ever forget it.

REVERENT
Believe in anything that you want to believe in, but keep God at the top of it. With Him, life can be a beautiful experience. Without Him, you are just biding time.



John Wayne then thanked those at the dinner for putting his name on the outpost camp and said, "I would rather see it here than on all the theater marquees the world over." 


FACE THE FLAG, By John Wayne

Face the flag of stars and bars
of red and white and blue.
A flag that guarantees the rights
for a people like me and you.

Face the flag friends, read what's written there; 
The history, the progress, the heritage we share.
Our flag reflects the past, but stands for so much more, 
And in this age of Aquarius, it still flies in the fore.

It leads the forward movement, shared by all mankind; 
To learn, to love, to live with peace of mind, 
To learn the mysteries of space as well as those of Earth, 
To love each person for what they are regardless of birth, 

To live without the fear of reprisal for belief, 
To ease the tensions of a world that cries out for relief.
Face the flag of stars and bars
Of red and white and blue.

A flag that guarantees the rights
For a people like me and you.
Face the flag friends, take a good long look, 
What you see now can't be found in a history book.

It's the present, the future friends, it’s being written now, 
And you're the ones to write it, and the flag can show you how. 
Do you know what it stands for? What its makers meant?
To think, to speak, the privilege of dissent,







To think our leaders might be wrong, to stand and tell them so, 
These are the things that people under other flags will never know.
But, responsibility, that's the cross that freemen must bear. 
If you don't accept that, then freedom isn't there.

Face the flag of stars and bars
Of red and white and blue.
A flag that guarantees the rights

For a people like me and you.

Face the flag friends and face reality.








Our strength and our freedoms are based in unity.
The flag is but a symbol friends, of the world's greatest nation. 

So do what "you got to do", but always keep in mind 
A lot of people believe in peace, but there are the other kind. 
If we want to keep the freedoms we may have to fight again, 
God forbid. But, if we do, let's always fight to win.

The fate of a loser is futile, it's bare; 
No love, no peace, just misery, despair.
Face the flag friends and thank God it's still there. 

HONOR (Opening)


The first 3 words of the Boy Scout Promise are On My Honor. What is honor though? 
Webster’s Dictionary defines Honor as: 
1. Good name or public esteem. 
2. A showing of usually merited respect.
3. One who’s worth brings respect or fame.
As a Scout, as well as a Man, Honor is what defines us. A life without Honor is meaningless to all those around us, no matter what we have accomplished. When we promise On our Honor, we stake our Name, Respect of others, as well as our Worth to others; to that Promise. We, as Scout, should always remember to bring Honor to Family, our Our Troop, and Ourselves; through our Actions and Deeds each day. Living our Lives by The Scout Law will help us live in Honor. This is what We Promise.

VETERANS DAY (Opening)

Let us Honor those who have Served, and Remember those who have Died to protect our Nation, 1 Nation, under God, to keep Us Free. Their Service to this Nation, to Us, will never be forgotten. As Scouts, we learn about Duty to our Country, As Veterans, they have fulfilled this Duty as can be done no other way. Our Freedom and Liberty is because they Served.

FLAG AND CANDLE

1 small American flag 
1 white candle 
1 blue candle 
1 red candle 
4 persons 
1st person: Practically from the beginning of time, man has used 
symbols to express hope, ideals, and love of his own 
nation. Our flag represents the ideals and science, 
commerce and agriculture. It symbolizes the sacrifices 
made by men and women for the future of America. It 
stands for your home and everything and everyone you hold 
dear. 
"I light the red candle which is the symbol of the red in 
our flag, and stands for hardiness and valor and 
symbolizes the lifeblood of brave men and women." 
2nd person: "I light the white, which is the symbol of purity and 
innocence and symbolizes the white of our flag." 
3rd person: "I light the blue candle which is the symbol of 
perseverance and justice, and symbolizes the eternal blue 
of the heavens." 
4th person: "The stars in our flag represents states. They indicate 
that the heights of achievement for our nation are 
limitless as the heavens above us.' 
Together: "Won't you join us in the Pledge of Allegiance?" 
STARS AND STRIPES -- OUR AMERICAN HERITAGE
Opening (or could be Closing without the Pledge). 
Scout stands blindfolded, gagged, and bound before the audience. 
The Scoutmaster says: 
“This is an American boy. The American Revolution won 
him freedom.” (Scoutmaster unbinds him.) The 
Constitution guarantees him free speech. (He removes 
the gag.) “A free education gives him the ability to 
see and to understand.” (He removes the blindfold.) 
“Let us help Scouting teach him to preserve and enjoy 
his glorious heritage and to become a good citizen.” 
FLAG OPENING
Needed: Flag, 3 candles,(red, white, blue) board or holders, narrator 
and three scouts to light candles. 
Have you noticed the strong bond between our flag and our promise? Let 
me show you. 
(Scout lights white candle in center) 

One of the colors of the flag is white, It is the symbol of purity and 
perfection, It is like the first part of our Scout Promise, Our Duty to 
God. 
(Another Scout lights red candle) 

The color red in our flag means sacrifice and courage, the qualities of 
the founders of our country. Red is the symbol of the second part of 
the Scout Promise. Our duty to other people requires courage to help 
anyone in trouble and the self-sacrifice of putting others first. 
(Another Scout lights blue candle) 

Blue is the color of faith. It represents the Law of the Troop, which 
we faithfully follow. We do our best to be true and honest and strong 
in character. 
Let us rise and dedicate ourselves with our Pledge to the Flag and 
follow with the Boy Scout Promise. 
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - by Lasswell
I; Me, an individual, a committee of one 

PLEDGE; Dedicate all of my worldly goods to give 
without self-pity 
ALLEGIANCE; My love and devotion 

TO THE FLAG; Our standard, Old Glory, a symbol of 
freedom. Wherever she waves, there is 
respect because your loyalty has given her 
a dignity that shouts freedom is 
everybody's job. 
OF THE UNITED; That means that we have all come together. 

STATES OF AMERICA; Individual communities that have united 
into 50 great states. 50 individual 
communities with pride, dignity and 
purpose, all divided with imaginary 
boundaries, yet united to a common purpose, 
and that's love for country. 

AND TO THE REPUBLIC FOR WHICH IT STANDS; A state in which sovereign power is invested in representatives chosen by the 
people to govern. And government is the 
people and it's from the people to the 
leaders, not from the leaders to the 
people. 
ONE NATION UNDER GOD; Meaning, so blessed by God. 

INDIVISIBLE; Incapable of being divided.
 
WITH LIBERTY; Which is freedom and the right of the power 
to live one's own life without threats or 
fear of some sort of retaliation. 

AND JUSTICE; The principle or quality of dealing fairly 
with others. 

FOR ALL. Which means that it is as much your country 
as it is mine. 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, 1892 -- Francis Bellamy

I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
What do these words mean to you? to me they say "Thank you, 
America, for your strength, your courage and for our 
freedom...which has been a beacon to the world for two 
hundred years. 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - 
Whose bright stars are fifty states...each bearing it's own 
stamp of individuality. People...two hundred million 
strong...people...who have come to her from all corners of 
the earth. 
AND TO THE REPUBLIC FOR WHICH IT STANDS - 
A land of laws...with an ingenious system of checks and 
balances that allows no man to become a tyrant...and let's 
no group prevail... if their power is not tempered with a 
real concern for the governed... a land where the right of 
dissent and of free speech is jealously guarded... where 
the ballot box is the sword... and the people it's wielder. 
ONE NATION...UNDER GOD - 
A land where freedom of worship is a cornerstone of Her 
being. A land graced with temples and churches, synagogues 
and alters that rise in profusion to embrace all the 
religious of the world. 
INDIVISIBLE - 
A land forged by the hot steel of raw courage...and formed 
forever... by the awful crucible... of civil war. 
WITH LIBERTY - 
Where man in pursuit of an honest life will not be denied 
his chance...where her citizens move freely within her vast 
borders without hindrance or fear...a land brimming with 
opportunity... where freedom of choice, is the guideline 
for all. 
AND JUSTICE - 
The doors to our land are open to all, it's wheels of 
justice grind for all causes...all people. They look to 
every avenue for justice...every concern of the law, and 
they temper their reasoning with mercy. 
FOR ALL!!! – 
THE AMERICAN'S CREED

I believe in the United States of America as a government of the 
people, by the people, for the people, whose just powers are 
derived from the consent of the governed; a democracy in a 
republic; a sovereign Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect 
Union, one and inseparable; established upon those principals of 
freedom, equality, justice and humanity for which American 
Patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes.
I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it; 
support its Constitution; to obey its laws; to respect its 
flag; and to defend it against all enemies.
IT'S JUST A PIECE OF CLOTH
It's just a piece of cloth, that's all it is 
Just a piece of cloth. 
But when a little breeze comes along, it stirs and comes to life 
And flutters and snaps in the wind, all red and white and blue.... 
Then you realize that no other piece of cloth could be like it. 
It has your whole life wrapped up in it... 
The meals you eat, the time you spend with your family, 
The kind of things boys and girls learn at school, 
The strange and wonderful thoughts you get in church. 
Those stars on it... 
They make you feel just as free as the stars 
in the wide, wide, deep night. 
And the stripes.... 
they are the bars of blood 
To any dictator who would try to change this way of life. 
Just a piece of cloth, that's all it is 
Until you put your soul into it and give it meaning; 
Then it is the symbol of liberty and decency 
and fair dealing for everyone. 
It is just a piece of cloth 
Until we breathe life into it; 
Until we make it stand for everything we believe in 
And refuse to live without it.
THE FLAG AND SCOUTING

The flag of the United States is a symbol of our country and all it 
represents. One of the many great things our flag represents is 
Scouting. Let's look at the flag from our Scouting viewpoint. 
The white stripes are all Scouts with their clean, fresh desire to 
learn, be with the best of others, and still stand out in their own 
individuality. 
The red stripes can represent the parents, who have given their sons 
the blood of inheritance, the closeness of constant support, the 
brilliance of visible good example and distinction of encouraging self- 
reliance. 
The blue field represents the Scouting organization with its broad 
principles and high ideals bound together with sound practices serving 
a teaching and supporting background. 
The white stars are Scout leaders - Scoutmasters, Cubmasters, Den 
Leaders, Patrol Dads, and Den Chiefs. All those who assume the color 
and interest of the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts, guide them in self- 
leadership, brighten the way of their growth, and illuminate the goals 
to constructive manhood, that basic ingredient that supports our 
country and earns our Flag it's most distinctive honor -RESPECT. 
BROWN SEA ISLAND -- LORD BADEN-POWELL (OPENING)
On the 29th of July in 1907, Lord Baden-Powell took 22 boys with him to 
Brownsea Island, off England's southern coast. This was the world's 
first Scout camp. That little camp was the foundation of the 
tremendous worldwide Scouting movement. The Boy Scouts of America was 
organized along with Scouting associations in many countries, Today 
there are more that 15 million Scouts and leaders in over 150 
countries. Time changes many things, but the Scout Promise and Law are 
as important today as they were in the beginning. PLEASE STAND-- giving 
the Scout sign and repeat the Scout Promise with me, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance.
HELLO....REMEMBER ME?

Some people call me Old Glory, others call me the Star Spangled Banner, 
but whatever they call me, I am YOUR Flag, the Flag of the United 
States of America....something has been bothering me, so I thought I 
might talk it over with you... because it is about you and me... 

I remember when people would line up on both sides of the street to 
watch a parade, and naturally, I was leading it, proudly waving in the 
breeze. When your Daddy saw me coming, he immediately removed his hat and placed it over his heart, up against his left shoulder....remember. 
And you, I remember you. Standing there straight as a soldier, You 
didn't have a hat, but you were giving the right salute...and remember 
little sister? Not to be out done, she was saluting the same as you 
with her right hand over her heart...remember? 
What happened? I'm still the same old Flag. Oh, I have a few more 
Stars since you were a boy. A lot more blood has been shed since those 
parades of long ago. 
But now, I don't feel as proud as I used to... When I come down your 
street, you just stand there with your hands in your pockets, and I may 
get a small glance and then; you look away. Then I see the little 
children running around and shouting...they don't seem to know who I 
am... I saw one man take his hat off… then look around, and when he 
didn't see anybody with theirs off, he quickly put his back on... 
Is it a sin to be patriotic anymore? Have you forgotten what I stand 
for and where I've been? Anzio, Guadalcanal, Korea, and now 
Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Iraq Take a look at the Memorial Honor Rolls of those who never came back in order to keep this Republic FREE. One Nation, Under God... when you salute me, you are actually saluting them. 
Well, it won't be long before I'll be coming down your street again, so 
when you see me, stand straight, place your right hand over your heart, 
and I'll salute you, by waving back...and forth.... and I'll know that.. 
YOU REMEMBERED!!!! 
TEN NEEDS OF A BOY

1. To climb a mountain and look afar. 
2. To sit around an embering campfire with good friends 
3. To test his strength and his skills on his very own.
4. To be alone with his own thoughts and with his God.
5. To be ready to reach out and find the hand of an understanding man ready and willing to help. 
6. To have a code to live by...easily understood and fair.
7. A chance to play hard just for the fun of it...and to work hard for the thrill of it.
8. To have a chance to fail...and know why. 
9. To have and to be a good friend and have a chance to prove both.
10. To have a hero...and a vision to measure him by. 
THE MEANING OF THE FLAG’S FOLDS

Have you ever wondered why the flag of the United

States of America is folded 13 times when it is lowered or when

it is folded and handed to the widow at the burial of a veteran? Here

is the meaning of each of those folds and what it means:

The First Fold of our flag is a symbol of life.

The Second Fold is a symbol of our belief in eternal life.

The Third Fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veterans departing our ranks who gave a portion of their lives for the defense of our country to attain peace throughout the world.

The Fourth Fold represents our weaker nature, for as American

Citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace as well as in time of war for His divine guidance.

The Fifth Fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, "Our Country, in dealing with other countries may she always be right; but it is still our country, right or wrong."

The Sixth Fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart That we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States Of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, Indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.

The Seventh Fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that we protect our country and our flag against all her enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of our republic.

The Eighth Fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of day, and to honor mother, for whom it flies on Mother's Day.

The Ninth Fold is a tribute to womanhood; for it has been through their faith, their love, loyalty and devotion that the character of the men and women who have made this country great has been molded.

The Tenth Fold is a tribute to the father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the defense of our country since they were first born.

The Eleventh Fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen represents the lower  portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon, and glorifies in their  eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

The Twelfth Fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit.

When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost reminding us of our nation's motto, "In God We Trust".
After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the Soldiers who served under General George Washington, and the Sailors and Marines who served under Captain John Paul Jones, who were followed by their comrades and

Shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving for us the rights, privileges, and freedoms we enjoy today.

The next time you see a flag ceremony honoring someone that has served our country, either in the Armed Forces or in our civilian services such as the Police Force or Fire Department, keep in mind all the important reasons behind each and every movement. They have paid the ultimate

Sacrifice for all of us by honoring our flag and our Country.

CLOSING CEREMONIES
AS SCOUTS


As we close this Troop Meeting, let us all remember why we are Scouts. 
As Scouts, Let us always try to live our lives by the Scout Oath and Law, for we know these are Key to being the Best Citizens that we can. 
As Scouts, Let us always be Proud of our Country and Faith.
As Scouts, it is Our Duty to use what we learn to Help others, as well as help ourselves through life.
As Scouts we are learning how to lead, so that someday, we may lead other in Business and Government.
As Scouts, we learn to appreciate Nature and the Environment around us.
As Scouts, let us pledge to continue the Scouting Tradition with our Sons, as our Fathers and Grandfathers before us did.
And As Scouts, we are making friends and memories, which will always be tied to the experiences we enjoy as Scouts.
DREAMS OF BADEN-POWELL



May we always Strive to fulfill the Dreams of Baden-Powell, through our Scouting Ventures, learning and living by the Principles he laid down for us, so many years ago. May we live by the Oath and Law of Scouting. May we be Proud of what we are, where we live, and with by what Faith in which we Believe. May we always be thankful for those who lead and teach us, and may we someday do the same for others. I pray that I may keep Baden-Powell's Dreams alive, so others can learn of it and live by it, just as I have.
AMERICAN CREED (CLOSING)

EQUIPMENT: A red candle, white candle, blue candle. 
ARRANGEMENT: Room is dark except for the three candles. 
PERSONNEL: Four Scouts. 
SCOUT 1. As I put out this white candle representing purity, may we be ever mindful of this obligation that a Scout is clean. He is clean in body and thought, stands for clean speech, clean sport, clean habits, and travels with a clean crowd. 
SCOUT 2. As I put out this blue candle representing loyalty, may we be ever mindful of this obligation that a Scout is loyal. He is loyal to all to whom loyalty is due, his Scout leader, his home, his parents, and his country. 
SCOUT 3. As I put out this red candle representing courage and sacrifice, may we be ever mindful of our obligation that a Scout is brave. He has the courage to face danger in spite of fear, and to stand up for the right against the coaxing of friends and the jeers or threats of enemies and defeat does not drown him. 
SCOUT 4. May we close this pack meeting by reminding our selves of our duty according to the American's Creed; 
I therefore believe it is my duty to my country 
To love it; 








(cont)
To support its constitution; 
To obey its laws; 
To respect its flag; and 
To defend it against all enemies.
ASTRONAUT FRANK BORMAN PRAYER


Give us, O God, the vision which can see the love in the world, in spite of our failure. Give us the faith to trust Thy goodness in spite of our ignorance and weakness. Give us the knowledge that we my continue to pray with understanding hearts, and show us what each one of us can do to set forward the spirit of universal peace.
BLOOD AND TEARS


Have you ever thought of the blood and tears that have been shed for our nation throughout the years? We have won all our wars, but we have not yet learned to conquer our fears and hates. No. It hasn't been easy to keep our land free. Now the challenge is passed on to you and me. So be proud you are an American. Hold your head high! Think of these things as our flag passes by.
CAPTAIN OF ALL SCOUTS



Now may the great Captain of all Scouts
Who created the seas and all things that live therein
And Who gave us dominion over them
Be with us till we meet again.
DID YOU KNOW?



Did you know that millions of boys and men have been part of the Boy Scout movement since it’s beginning in 1907? Many of you dads were Scouts (let's see your hands), and tomorrow your sons will be Scouts. What a vast force to be working each day at work or play for those things America holds dear. 
Let us resolve that someone someplace helped us get started in Scouting, so will we help more boys join Scouts. Are you prepared to do you part?
BOY SCOUT BENEDICTION


And now may the Great
Master of all Boy Scouts
Guide and guard our footsteps
Today, tomorrow,
And for the tomorrows to come.

BOY SCOUT NATIVE AMERICAN PRAYER


Morning Star wake us, filled with joy,
To new days of growing to man from boy.
Sun, with your power, give us light.
That we can tell wrong and do what is right.
South Wind, we ask, in your gentle way.
Blow us the willingness of obey.
North Wind, we ask, live up to thy name.
Send us the strength to always be game.
East Wind, we ask, with your breath so snappy.
Fill us with knowledge of how to be happy.
West Wind, we ask, blow all that is fair.
To us, that we may always be square.
Moon, that fills the night with red light.
Guard us well while we sleep in the night.
Leaders, please guide us in every way.
We'll follow your trail in work or play.

HONOR (Closing)


As we ready to Close our meeting, let us once again reflect on the meaning of our Honor...
We should always strive to live our lives with Honor, through the Scout Law, and remember to bring Honor to Families and Ourselves with all we do in life. Help us to remember this, so that our Accomplishments in life will have Worth and Meaning. This is what I Promise, On My Honor.



VETERANS DAY (Closing)

As we close our meeting tonight, let us all reflect on what freedom means. From the Birth of Our Nation, Americans have served this Country, sometimes Fighting and even Giving their Lives so we can be free. On Veterans Day, and on every day, may we always remember, and say Thank You from a Grateful Nation to those who have Served Her so well! 
SCOUTER'S PRAYER

Dear Lord, from your judgment seat on high, 
Look down on a Scouter such as I. 
Search me through and find me whole, 
Then help me Lord to reach my goal. 
Help me Lord to work for Thee, 
Guard my homeland - Keep it free. 
Help me to work with others and be kind, 
Helpful with my hands and mind. 
Keep me Lord, both well and strong 
To help our growing boys along. 
Control my thoughts; keep them right, 
sound, clean weapons for life's fight. 
Protect my morals, keep them high, 
Grant this to a Scouter such as I. 
CALL FROM YOUTH

I'd rather see a lecture than hear one any day. 
I'd rather one should walk with me than merely point the way. 
The eye's a better pupil and more willing than the ear. 
Fine counsel is confusing, but examples always clear. 
And best of all the teachers are the men who live their creed. 
For to see the good in action is what everybody needs. 
I can soon learn how to do it if you let me see it done. 
I can watch your hands in action but your tongue too fast may run. 
And the lectures you deliver may be very wise and true, 
But there's no misunderstanding how you act and how you live. 
For I may understand you and the high advice you give, 
But there's no misunderstanding how you act and how you live. 
A HUNDRED YEARS FROM NOW
A HUNDRED YEARS FROM NOW 
'TWILL NOT MATTER AT ALL 
WHAT YOUR BANK ACCOUNT WAS 
WHETHER LARGE OR SMALL 
THE KIND OF HOUSE YOU LIVED IN 
'TWILL BE IMMATERIAL, TOO 
AS WILL THE KIND OF CAR YOU DROVE 
AND THE FAMOUS FOLKS YOU KNEW. 
BUT THE WORLD MAY BE A BETTER PLACE 
BECAUSE THOSE BOYS YOU DID NOT FAIL 
BECAUSE YOU GAVE YOUR TIME TO SCOUTING 
TO GUIDE FUTURE LEADERS DOWN LIFE'S TRAIL 
SO KEEP THAT SCOUTING LIGHT SHINING 
AS A BEACON LIGHT FOR EACH BOY 
THEN IN YEARS TO COME YOU'LL SEE THEM AS MEN 
WHO FILL YOU WITH PRIDE AND JOY 
YES, SCOUTING IS... “THAT BOY”. 

BADEN-POWELL -- WHEN THE SUN GOES DOWN
Lord Baden-Powell, the founder of Scouting, said this to Scouts 
everywhere: "I often think when the sun goes down, the world is hidden 
by a big blanket from the light of Heaven, but the stars are little 
holes pierced in that blanket by those who have done good deeds in this 
world. The stars are not all the same size; some are big, some are 
little, and some men have done small deeds but they have made their 
hole in the blanket by doing good before they went to Heaven. Try and 
make your hole in the blanket by good work while you are on earth. It 
is something to be good, but it is far better to do good. "Think of 
Baden-Powell's words when you promise "to help other people." Good 
Night.
CLOSING THOUGHTS -- OUR FLAG

More than three score years ago, President Wilson said: "This flag, 
which we honor and under which we serve, is the emblem of our unity, 
our power and our thought and purposes as a nation. It has no other 
character than that which we give it from generation to generation. 
The choices are ours. It floats in majestic silence above the hosts 
that executes those choices, whether in peace or in war. And yet, 
though silent, it speaks to us, speaks to us of the past, of the men 
and women who went before us and of the records they wrote upon it, We 
celebrate the day of it's birth; and from it's birth until now it has 
witnessed a great history, has floated on high, the symbol of great 
events, of a great plan of life worked out by a great people." This is 
the heritage it gives to us; let us serve it well. Goodnight...

A PATRIOTIC CLOSING CEREMONY
SCOUT 1 - As I put out this white candle, which represents purity, may 
we ever be mindful of this obligation, that a Scout is clean. 
He keeps clean in body and thought, stands for clean speech, 
clean sport, clean habits, and travels with a clean crowd. 
SCOUT 2 - As I put out this blue candle, which represents loyalty, may 
we ever be mindful of this obligation, that a Scout is loyal. 
He is loyal to all to whom loyalty is due - his Scout leader, 
his home, his parents, his country and his God. 
SCOUT 3 - As I put out this red candle, which represents courage and 
sacrifice, may we ever be mindful of our obligations to 
remember the sacrifices that have been made for us by many 
others, that we may enjoy the lives of good citizens in the 
American way. 
COURT OF HONOR CEREMONIES
RED AND GREEN, COURT OF HONOR (OPENING)

(Materials needed, 1 red & 1 green candle)
(Have Red and Green Candle lit)

As Cub Scouts we learned the meaning of Blue and Gold? the colors that symbolize Cub Scouting. When we became Boy Scouts, the colors changed to Red and Green.

The Red symbolizes the Blood and Sweat that we shed as we work towards advancement. We learn so many skills as we advance in Boy Scouting, both towards Rank and in earning our Merit Badges. We learn so many things; from First Aid to Art, Emergency Preparedness to Animal Care. Some thing are fun, others challenge us beyond what we ever thought possible. All of these things will stay with us for the rest of our lives. They are worth the effort we put 
into learning them.

The Green symbolizes a Scouts learned appreciation of the environment around us. We learn this through our outdoor activities, Camping, Hiking, Swimming, and Canoeing skills among others. We learn about nature, trees and bushes, wild animals. We learn how to go into the outdoors, learn from it, and return without leaving a trace to show we were there. Outdoor survival skill are practiced and honed. These are skill that we can pass down to our sons when they become Boy Scout.

Let us always remember why we wear Red and Green as Boy Scouts.

(Scout Oath and Pledge)
(Candles remain lit during meeting)


RED AND GREEN, COURT OF HONOR (CLOSING)

(Materials needed, 1 red & 1 green lit candles)

As we close our Court of Honor, Let us look back upon all we have accomplished as Boy Scout, and look ahead at what we still have to yet learn. We will strive to continue to grow in Scouting, following the Oath and Law. We will continue to Honor our Troop, living up to the symbols of Red and Green. We will continue to learn from our Leaders, so that we are more ready to face the world as adults, and some day, give back to Scouting with our sons, what we received from our leaders. May the Great Scoutmaster of Scoutmasters continue to bless all of us!

(Extinguish Red and Green Candle)

(Scout Law)
ON MY HONOR, (COURT OF HONOR OPENING)


On My Honor, My Word, My Reputation, I will Do My Best, My Utmost Effort, to do My Duty, to Serve with Pride, both; My Religious Beliefs, My Church, Synagogue, Mosque, or Temple, and My Country were I proudly live.
I will always Remember that these two are at the Center of what it means to be a Scout, and the Keys to Scouting’s Core Values and Teachings. I will remember all these values for the rest of My Scouting Career, and My Life. My Honor is staked upon My following the Scout Law every day that I live, so others can see them in Me. I will serve My Country and Religion with Honor, any way that I can, so I may Help others, any way possible, always.
I promise these things, not only each and every time I wear the Scout Uniform, as a Scout and as a Scout Leader, but also every other time of My Life too.
Now Please Join Me in Our Countries Pledge of Allegiance, and the Scout Oath


OH GREAT SCOUTMASTERS, (COURT OF HONOR CLOSING)


Oh Great Scoutmasters of Scoutmasters, please grant me the ability to live my life through the Scout Oath and Law, all the Days of my Scouting Career, and the rest of my Life. Help Me to Learn, and Teach these Scouting Principles, so that they may Always Help to Mould Lives like mine, to become the Best that I can be, and help others be their best too. Great Scoutmasters of Scoutmasters, help me Be Prepared to Do all of these things. Then My Scouting Career Will be Fulfilled.



FLAG RETIREMENT CEREMONY

The U.S. flag should be treated with respect when it's flying, and it should be treated with respect when it's being retired. 
Our flag has been used so much representing our Great Nation, that it is no longer a fitting emblem to display, so we are will respectfully now retire it.


[Tear off stripes one at a time, saying one statement with each stripe and place them in the fire.]


FIRST STRIPE: The 13 stripes stand for the original 13 colonies: 
Massachusetts
Virginia
Pennsylvania
New York
Connecticut
Rhode Island
New Hampshire
Delaware
Maryland
North Carolina
South Carolina
Georgia
New Jersey


SECOND STRIPE: The white stands for purity 

THIRD STRIPE: The red stands for courage 

FOURTH STRIPE: "Give me liberty or give me death" 

FIFTH STRIPE: "One if by land, two if the sea" 

SIXTH STRIPE: “We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to our posterity, and ourselves do ordain and establish this Constitution of the United States of America.” 


SEVENTH STRIPE: “We hold these truths to be self evident that all men are created equal. They are endowed by their creator with certain inalienable rights. Among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 


EIGHTH STRIPE: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof…” 


NINTH STRIPE: “Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech or press.” 


TENTH STRIPE: "Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth to this continent a new nation." 


ELEVENTH STRIPE: “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex.” 


TWELFTH STRIPE: "Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country." 


THIRTEENTH STRIPE: "One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”


Now, All that is left is the Blue Field with its Stars;


BLUE FIELD: The blue is for truth and justice, like the eternal blue of the star-filled heavens.


50 STARS: The stars represent the fifty sovereign states of our union, which on the field of blue signifies a new constellation being formed. 


THE BINDING STRAP AND GROMMETS: These hold the parts of the Flag together and to the Flag Pole. Just as our Freedoms; Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness hold our nation together. As too, does our Government of the people, by the people, for the people.



As we place them into the fire, let it burn brightly and remind us how truly our flag represents our country. 

Any other Flags present for Retirement at this time may be opened up and placed on the fire, each corner held by a Scout, allowing Old Glory to wave one last time.

The Scouts will maintain a vigil over the fire until no traces of the flag remnants remain. Then the ashes and grommets will be collected and buried at the base of a Flag Pole.

Will you please join us in saying the Pledge of Allegiance and sing The Star Spangled Banner and then Taps.

This concludes this ceremony. Thank you for attending. 



SOAR WITH THE EAGLES (Opening)
[To be used whenever a Scout in the Troop Receives his Eagle]

Have you ever wondered about the Eagle? The Majestic Creature that has come to represent so much to us? The Eagle is the symbol of our Great Nation. It bravely soars high in the sky on its powerful wings, King of all the skies. Its sharp talons, used to grab its food, are able to hold on with great might. Its loyalty to its family is unmatched. No wonder it was picked to represent us. 

In Scouts, the Eagle is the goal that we all strive to achieve. The trail to the Eagle is a hard one, and can lead us to so many places along the way. We each choose where that path goes next. Few make it to the end, but those who do, will always soar above the rest. They will be able to use the skills that they have mastered along the way to help lead others in life, not just Scouting, for the Eagle leads the way. The Eagle will loyally help others to reach this goal, as others helped them. They will represent the best in Scouting for all times.

(At this point, a Scoutmaster steps up and makes the following announcement: “Ladies and Gentlemen, and Scouts of Troop ---, it is with Great Pride that I present you with the Troop’s Newest Eagle Scout, {Name}.”)
SOAR WITH THE EAGLES (close)

As we Close this Meeting, let us all remember that Goal, to soar with the Eagles. It is in reach of every one of us. Each of us must choose our own path to get there. It is not an easy path, but nothing in life worth having. Those who have gone before us may help along the way, but it is up to us to keep striving for this goal. Loyal to our Troop, Brave enough to face the challenges ahead, give me the Strength to Soar!!!

WALK FOR LIFE (opening)
As we present the Flag this evening, Let us Honor those who have Survived, and Remember those who have Died as victims of Cancer. As Scouts, we learn about our Duty to Help Other People at All times, just as we are here to help walk for a cure. Our Duty to God and Country teaches us that in our Great Nation, we all help to make life better for all. In our service to the Community here, let us all make a difference in the search for a Cure.
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